Douglas S. Freeman High School

2010 Senior Exam Exemption Guidelines

For all classes:

1. Five or fewer unexcused tardies to school since September through June 4.  (Exemption is lost at the 6th unexcused tardy to school.)

2. Any integrity violation of the Code of Student Conduct which results in disciplinary action eliminates the student’s exemption in all classes.
For each individual class:

3. A cumulative course average of at least 85 (84.5 or higher rounds up to 85) at the end of the third marking period. The cumulative average includes the first semester exam grade.  (Teachers will receive instructions on how to calculate this.)

4. A fourth marking period average of at least 85 (84.5 or higher) in the course.

5. Four or fewer absences from class during the fourth marking period (April 12 – June 4).

A. It does not matter whether the absences are excused or unexcused for this policy; absences must be excused in order for assignments to be made up.

B. School-related, religious holiday, or prior-approved college visits do not figure in the allowable absences. In order for a college visit to be exempt, it must be required by the university, documented on letterhead, and approved by the principal.  

C. Three unexcused tardies to a class (April 12 – June 4) equal one absence.

D. At least 75% of a class period (36 minutes) must be attended to be counted as present in the class.

E. ASP dates do NOT count as absences from class.  Out-of-school suspension dates DO count as absences from school.

F. Students participating in AP testing who wish to come late or leave early need to bring in parent notes for the absences to be excused.  However, these absences WILL count toward the 4 allowable days.  

6. More than 5 unexcused tardies since September to an individual class eliminates the senior for that class. (Exemption is lost at the 6th unexcused tardy to class.)
OR

A. Any senior who is in an SOL course may choose to use the score from this year’s SOL test as a substitute for an exam grade based on the scale used for all students.  A student who passed the SOL test in a previous year may NOT use that score as an exam grade in the current year.
B. Any senior who has taken an Advanced Placement examination for a course he is enrolled in may exempt from the final exam in that class.

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

On June 3, teachers will receive a list of seniors who have lost their exam exemptions because of school attendance and/or disciplinary reasons.   

Each teacher will also need to check his/her records to determine that individual class attendance criteria and grade criteria are met for each senior requesting exemption.  This information should be shared with seniors during class on June 4.

There will be no official exam review days.  Teachers are to build in review as they see fit.  All seniors are to attend every class through Friday, June 4, with exams starting on Monday, June 7.
