Douglas S. Freeman High School
Instructions for Graduation Candidates
2010


I. Graduation Attire:

A. Cap and Gown
Caps are to be worn level and straight, not at an angle.
Tassel on the right.
Ladies wear their mortar boards at all times.  Gentlemen will remove their caps for 		the presentation of the colors, National Anthem, and the retiring of the colors.

B. ONLY medallions and cords awarded by Douglas S. Freeman High School are permitted, which include:
	Faculty medallions
	Valedictorian and Salutatorian medallions
	Beta Cords and NHS tassels/Cords
	Medallions/cords from DSF Organizations

C. Ladies’ attire:
White dress, white shoes.  Dress should not be longer than the gown!  Be sure any footwear is secure because of walking and climbing stairs.  Only acceptable jewelry is small stud earrings.  No bracelets, necklaces, or large earrings.  

D. Gentlemen’s attire:
Dark solid-colored dress trousers.  Dark dress shoes, dark socks.  No jeans.
Solid white or pastel-colored dress shirt with a collar, dark necktie.
No sneakers, docksiders, flip-flops, or combat boots.

E. Do not bring beach balls, cigars, silly string, or other items that lessen the dignity and solemnity of the occasion.  All seniors will be searched prior to the processional, and inappropriate items will be confiscated.

Reminder:
Purses, gum, cell phones, other electronics, cameras, or other personal items should be left with family or in locked car trunks. A box will be available for keeping last-minute personal items.  It will be the senior’s responsibility to retrieve them from the designated staff member OR pick them up at the main office the next school day.

DO NOT COUNT ON BEING ABLE TO FIND OR BORROW ANY GRADUATION ATTIRE AT THE SIEGEL CENTER.  MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ALL OF YOUR NEEDED ITEMS.  YOU WILL NOT MARCH UNLESS YOU ARE CORRECTLY ATTIRED.

SENIORS WHO DO NOT COMPLY WITH ANY DRESS EXPECTATIONS WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES AND WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE PROCESSIONAL. 

II. Rehearsal Expectations

A. There will be at least 2 rehearsals. Both will be in the Big Gym.  If needed, a third rehearsal may be scheduled.  

B. All rehearsals are MANDATORY.  No absences will be excused, including work or family commitments.  It is imperative that all members of the class be in attendance at all practices in order to insure that everyone knows what is expected during graduation exercises.  Please do not request any exceptions to the requirement!

C. Practices will begin promptly and will be over at the times indicated.  At the conclusion of the rehearsals for graduation, seniors are expected to leave the school grounds.


III. Other Graduation Expectations:

A.	During the reading of the graduates’ names and the formal awarding of diplomas, the faculty and staff respectfully request that every member of the audience (seniors, family members, guests, and other spectators) refrain from making comments and hold applause until the last student has been issued his/her diploma.  To do otherwise could prevent some families from hearing the name of their graduate.

B. Mortar boards are not to be thrown in the air.  Aside from the risk of injury to eyes, hat throwing destroys the dignity and solemnity of the occasion.

The time to celebrate is after you leave the Siegel Center.  Graduation is not the venue to act outrageous or seek out individual attention.  Please help us uphold the dignity and beauty of the occasion.


Other Miscellaneous Information:

A. All fines, fees, and any other money owed to the school must be paid prior to graduation.  Lockers must be cleaned out. Textbooks and laptops must be returned.

B. Any school business that seniors need to handle should be completed during senior exams or no later than June 11.

C. Graduation tickets and parking passes will be distributed at the second practice. 

D. Seniors will be issued 12 guest tickets for graduation and 2 parking passes.  Tickets are free; students may request extras; additional tickets are usually available but rationed to accommodate everyone.  Additional parking passes will be available for purchase; limited to the purchase of 2 additional per student in order to accommodate everyone.  See class administrator.  Note:  only cars with parking passes issued by Freeman will be able to park in any of the VCU parking decks. 

E. SENIORS WHO OWE THE SCHOOL ANY MONEY OR FINES OR WHO HAVE NOT RETURNED THEIR TEXTBOOKS, LAPTOPS, UNIFORMS, OR OTHER ITEMS WILL NOT RECEIVE GRADUATION TICKETS UNTIL SUCH ITEMS ARE PAID FOR OR CLEARED.


IV. Siegel Center Guidelines for Guests

Please assist us by asking your relatives and friends, to respect the following when attending the ceremonies:

A. Guests will want to allow sufficient time to park and go through security screening at the entrances.  The ceremony will start on time!  Doors open one hour prior to the ceremony.

B. Only those persons with tickets will be admitted.  Every person must have a ticket—even a child in someone’s arms.  Graduates are wearing their gowns and do not need a ticket to enter.

C. Packages, briefcases, diaper bags, and very large purses or backpacks may not be taken into any of the graduation events. 

D. No balloons, large signs, or other distracting items will be allowed.

E. Noise makers, such as air horns or whistles are prohibited.  Violators will be asked to leave the ceremonies.

F. The fire departments will not permit standing or sitting in the aisles of any of the venues or on the concourse of the Siegel Center.

G. After the ceremony, graduates will meet their families on Harrison Street.  In the event of inclement weather, seniors will return to the auxiliary gym and meet families there.
