Summer Reading Assignment
English 12 Honors Literature – Douglas Freeman High School

September 2011
Because we expect honors students to be thoroughly conversant with each book, you are strongly urged to purchase your own books so that you can write notes in them at will.  The Douglas S. Freeman library will be having a book fair at the Barnes and Noble bookstore at Libbie Place on June 4 where copies of the summer reading books may be purchased.  A portion of the proceeds will be given to our library.

BEFORE YOU START:  Please follow each step listed carefully.  You will want to devote several weeks to your reading.  Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they read their summer reading books.  
You will read two novels and complete three pages of notes on each of the novels you select to read. The study sheets are worth 40 points in a total points system and are due when the first test is given in the third week of school.  

You will be given a test on both of your selected novels during the third week of school.  Each test is composed of 5 quotation identifications and there will be an in-class essay assigned for each work as well.  Tests are worth 100 points in a total points system and the essays will also be worth 100 points.  Step by step directions are listed below.
Step 1:  Determine which two of the four books you would like to read:
1.  All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren

2. Gilead by Marilynne Robinson

3. Paula by Isabel Allende

4. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Step 2:  Read each of the two books well enough that you will be able to both write about what you’ve read in-depth as well as contribute meaningfully in a group discussion.  Many students find it helpful to underline their texts and take notes.  This learning strategy is recommended but not specifically required.  Use of any sort of abbreviated notes (like Spark Notes or Cliff Notes) is not allowed.  Students must pledge their own work; if any student is found to violate their pledge, a zero will be given.  During the first week of school, we will devote one class period to a discussion of what happens to good thinkers who take short cuts, how the short cuts affect not only your success, but who you are.
Step 3:  Take your own handwritten notes on each novel (3 pages per novel).  Make sure your notes are neat and legible as well as clearly organized.
Step 4:  During the second week of school, in your test you should be prepared to—

a.  Complete a quotation identification section (naming the speaker and the event)  for each work, as well as discuss why the quotations selected are significant.
b. Write an essay both books.  We will go over form and writing requirements before and after each essay is completed.  Using this process, many students make strong improvements from their first to second essays.  If you’ve read the book, there’s no need to be stressed or worried.  The teacher will walk you through the process.
c. After the test, be prepared to discuss the book with your classmates.  Everyone will be called upon.  Everyone is expected to engage in lively dialogue, backing ideas with specific passages from the works read.  Your participation is worth 20 points in a total points system.

