Douglas S. Freeman High School

11Honors Summer Reading List 2011

Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their summer reading books.

Because we expect honors students to be thoroughly conversant with each book, you are strongly urged to purchase your own books so that you can write notes in them at will.  The Douglas S. Freeman library will be having a book fair at the Barnes and Noble bookstore at Libbie Place on June 4 where copies of the summer reading books may be purchased.  A portion of the proceeds will be given to our library.

The purpose of summer reading is to gauge independent study.  Teachers have given much consideration to the content and reading level of the selected books, so we trust that based on your selections, you will read according to your ability and interest, without use of online or print sources (such as Spark Notes, etc.).  Take notes while you read based on the essential questions listed below.  If something is unclear or puzzling, make a note that you would like to discuss this point with the teacher.  Take handwritten notes, no more than two pages per book (one side only), to be turned in for a quiz grade based on completion during the second week of school.  These notes will also help you prepare for a written assessment to be administered over a two day period during the first month of school, in which you will write a multi-paragraph essay on each work concerning major literary elements and topics.  In addition, you will use these notes to connect to American authors and themes that we will discuss throughout the year.  
Choose two (2) of the following.  As you read and take notes, keep these essential questions in mind: 

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson (nonfiction):  What is man’s relationship/responsibility to the environment?  How does man discover himself as he reflects on his surroundings? 

In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick (nonfiction):  What is man’s relationship/ responsibility to the environment?  To his fellow man?  How does this work support the motif of the escape to the frontier/sea?  

Old School by Tobias Wolff (fiction):  How are authors fictionalized?  If you’ve previously studied the three main authors, what similarities of their styles do you recognize?   What does it mean to have your narrative (story or life) told “honestly”?  

The Beautiful Cigar Girl: Mary Rogers, Edgar Allen Poe and the Invention of Murder by Daniel Stashower (nonfiction):  If you’ve studied Edgar Allen Poe before, with what facts of Poe’s life and writing are familiar?  How do they become evident in his determination to solve the murder?  What doe you learn about 19th century journalism ethics?

