Douglas S. Freeman High School
English 10A Summer Reading List 2011
In support of Henrico County Public Schools summer reading guidelines, we believe that the purpose of requiring summer reading for advanced classes is to

a. encourage a life-long love of  reading;

b. expose students to a variety of texts that will introduce them to theme, skills, etc. that they will encounter in the new school year;

c. build students’ vocabulary

d. broaden students’ reading experiences; and

e. keep students actively engaged in their education during summer months.
Because we expect honors students to be thoroughly conversant with each book, you are strongly urged to purchase your own books so that you can write notes in them at will.  The Douglas S. Freeman library will have a book fair at the Barnes and Noble bookstore at Libbie Place on Saturday, June 4, 2011 where copies of the summer reading books may be purchased.  A portion of the proceeds will be given to our library.

Taking notes is essential to active reading.  Please write reactions to the reading while keeping in mind the essential questions on each novel. This should take the form of journal entries over the time period you read the book. The entries must be handwritten on loose leaf paper. Over the course of the entire work, you should complete notes totaling 2 pages, (single-spaced, handwritten, front and back) per book. Please do not resort to Spark Notes or other outside references. Honors students are expected to acquire the full value of the reading experience by learning to read and interpret independently.  Short cuts diminish this experience.  Movie versions often change plot, blend characters, and change the focus of the novel completely. The test will include both objective questions and an essay administered during the second week of school.
You must read two (2) books.  Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their summer reading books.

Please note that the requirement is different for Center and non-Center students.  
As you read and take notes, keep these essential questions in mind as they serve as a connection among the works:  How are justice and freedom revealed through the major conflicts in the selections?  Explore the ways the author demonstrates unity versus isolation through characterization in the selections.  In this context, how does the character gain strength or purpose?
Leadership Center Students:  You are required to read both of the following:

The Grapes of Wrath                         
 John Steinbeck 

A Prayer for Owen Meany 

 John Irving 

Non-Center Students: Choose two of the following:

A Prayer for Owen Meany 

 John Irving
The Grapes of Wrath 


 John Steinbeck

The Professor and the Madman 
 Simon Winchester

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan 
 Lisa See
