Freeman High School
AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2010
Dr. Tracy Bonday-deLeon
Dear Rising Seniors and Soon-to-be AP Government Students,
Welcome to your journey into American politics. The APGoPo course you will be taking is designed to provide you a glimpse of American Government from the prospective of social scientists in the field of Political Science.

Let me congratulate you on surviving your Junior Year, especially those of you who completed APUSH. I know it was challenging and hard work, but rest assured the experience prepared you well, both for AP Government and college. 

Unlike traditional “history” courses, APGoPo is intended to guide you toward the next level of exploration and understanding of the manner and realities of how our political system works, how institutions and branches of government affect one another, and how external forces such as the media, interest groups and public opinion play a role in the development and implementation of policy making. 
Your text will be Government in America by Edwards, et al. We will also use The Lanahan Readings in American Polity, by Serow and Ladd. The “Lanahan” reader is widely used around the country by AP Government teachers and college professors alike. We have the Edwards text available for you, and a class set of the Lanahan  readers which you can check out for assignments. If you like to highlight while you read, these books are available used on many websites for as little as $5.

Summer Assignment 


I.
Reading: In an effort to focus your thinking politically rather than historically, your first task this summer is a careful reading of The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, written by journalist Jeffrey Toobin
The book is available at the Henrico County Library in limited quantities. 
I have requested a number of copies be available at the Libby Barnes and Noble for the book fair on June 5 (ask for the Freeman AP Government book, The Nine), or you can order the book online. (ISBN 978-1-4000-9679-4).  
Within this account, Mr. Toobin takes the reader into the inner sanctum of the most private branch of our government. Toobin's informative and authoritative account of the highest court in the land draws on exclusive interviews with the justices, and offers colorful anecdotes about the members of the Court. On the first day of school in September, you will be given a study guide to frame the most critical information you should know from your reading. There will be an assessment on the book during the week of September 21st. Also, fill in the attached chart of Supreme Court justices, and bring this September 8th, the first day of school. Some outside research may be necessary for completion.
In summary: 
1.
Read the book, The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, by      

Jeffrey Toobin. 

2.
As you read, complete the chart of Supreme Court Justices. Bring it, completed, the first day of school, September 7th.  The chart is available in my Virtual Share Folder.  Please put it on a thumb drive for use during the summer.



3.
Study Guide Questions will be distributed the first day of school, September 7th. 

5.
Assessment (test) on The Nine will be the week of September 20th.
I can be reached at tlbdeleon@henrico.k12.va.us .  I will check email frequently during the summer. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

I am looking forward to our journey through the political landscape!

