CogAT – Cognitive Abilities Test – Form 6/Level A
The CogAT is a group- administered ability test that measures developed abilities that are influenced by both in-school and out-of-school experiences.  The CogAT is a multiple-choice nationally standardized assessment of student knowledge that provides a common measure of student learning and achievement.  The purpose of the CogAT is to provide educators with information that will assist them in evaluating the academic strengths and weaknesses of their students. This information also assists in guiding and informing instructional programming.  The CogAT is a norm-referenced test, which means that a student’s score is compared with thousands of other students who take the test at the same time of the year.  Therefore, no student passes or fails this assessment.

The CogAT is administered to all third grade students in October of each school year.  The CogAT consists of three batteries:  Verbal, Quantitative, and Nonverbal.  The CogAT is a timed test that requires a separate answer document.
The Verbal Battery assesses Verbal Classification, Sentence Completion, and Verbal Analogies.  The tests on the Verbal Battery appraise verbal inductive and deductive reasoning skills, as well as flexibility, fluency, and adaptability in working with verbal materials and solving verbal problems.  Successful performance on these tests requires that students have a variety of verbal strategies that they can use effectively.  This cluster of reasoning abilities plays an important role in developing skills in reading comprehension, critical thinking, writing, and other verbal learning tasks.

Verbal Classification
20 items

10 minutes working time
Sentence Completion
20 items

10 minutes working time
Verbal Analogies
25 items

10 minutes working time
The Quantitative Battery assesses Quantitative Relations, Number Series, and Equation Building.  The tests on the Quantitative Battery appraise inductive and deductive reasoning skills as well as flexibility and fluency in working with quantitative symbols and concepts.  The Equation Building test also appraises the ability to organize structure, and give meaning to an unordered set of numerals and mathematical symbols. Successful performance on these tests requires that students have a variety of strategies for working with quantitative materials.  The reasoning skills appraised by this battery are significantly related to problem solving not only in mathematics but also in other disciplines.
Quantitative Relations
25 items
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Number Series

20 items
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Equation Building
15 items

12 minutes working time
The Nonverbal Battery assesses Figure Classification, Figure Analogies, and Figure Analysis. All three tests appraise general, inductive reasoning skills as well as flexibility and fluency in using and adapting cognitive strategies.  The items on these tests use only geometric shapes and figures, which have little direct relationship to formal school instruction.  To perform successfully, students must assemble strategies for solving novel problems.  Students must be flexible in using these strategies and accurate in implementing them.  The Nonverbal Battery is particularly suitable for obtaining an accurate assessment of cognitive development for students who have difficulty with reading, who have limited proficiency in English, or who have had very limited opportunities to acquire verbal or quantitative knowledge.
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